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Eva Gladys English was born on De-
cember 6, 1896, likely in southern 
Texas. She was the second child of Levi 
English II1 and Emma Chisholm, born a 
mere 13 months after her elder brother 
Joseph. Her younger brother, Guy, was 
born in June of 1898. Levi likely died 
sometime between 1898 and 1900, 
leaving Emma with three young chil-
dren. But early deaths were not uncom-
mon in the late nineteenth century and 
this family history has many of them. 

Levi and Emma lived in Dimmit County, 
the heart of Texas brush country, bor-
dering the Rio Grande River and 140 
miles from the Gulf of Mexico. Levi’s 
grandfather and namesake, Levi Eng-
lish I, was one of the original settlers 
and leaders of this county, which the 
Texas legislature misspelled after its 
founder Phillip Dimitt.2

The elder Levi had a storied history, even 
before coming to Dimmit County. He was 
born in Little Rock, Arkansas, in August of 1817. His mother died when he was an infant 
and he was raised by his mother’s sister and her husband. They moved to Texas in 

1824 and he left home at the age of ten. According to family 
legend he lived for six months with the Comanche Indians, 
and later served as a volunteer scout for the Texas Rangers. 

Levi married Matilda Jane Burleson in 1838. Her background 
is unclear, but she is thought to have been the daughter of 
a wealthy slave owner, who presented them with a slave 
woman as a wedding gift. They had 11 children and three or 
four slaves.

Indian raids were common in this part of Texas in the mid-
nineteenth century, and Levi I was involved in battling them 
a number of times. The most memorable one involved an 
Indian attack on July 4, 1865. At this time the English family 
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lived with a group of settlers in Atascosa County, where Levi was a cattleman and lead-
er, having served as a county commissioner in 1865. An evening dance was planned to 
celebrate Independence Day. The settler hosting the dance went a short distance from 
his ranch to drive up some of his horses and was attacked by Indians. He escaped to 
his house and sent a few boys out to notify the community. 

Levi, having some experience with Indians, led the defense. He was joined by ten oth-
ers, including his eldest son Aaron John “Bud” English, who was Levi II’s father. An ac-
count from 1933 describes the scene:

They overtook the Indians on the Leona about 13 miles below 
Martin’s Ranch, and at once attacked them. The band proved to be 
36 Commanches, well armed and mounted two to a horse. They at 
fi rst retreated, but, noting that the settlers had fi red their muzzle-
loading rifl es, quickly dismounted and charged. In a few minutes, a 
desperate hand-to-hand battle took place, in which English’s men 
were compelled to retreat. The Indians pursued fi ercely and killed 
Bud English, Dean Oden and Dan Williams. The rest, all wounded, 
but three, succeeded in getting back to the ranch...

According to his son Jacob, Levi suffered wounds to his neck that took six months to 
heal and never allowed him to speak above a whisper again. The settlers were dis-
heartened and grief-stricken, and three months later Levi organized a mass exodus. He 
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led as many as 400 of them towards Dimmit County, an area that he first explored as 
a cattleman back in 1861. The Frio and Leona rivers had run dry, and he and several 
other pioneer cattlemen drove their cattle to Carrizo Creek, described as a cowman’s 
paradise with a number of natural springs3.

Levi is considered the founder of Carrizo Springs. Dimmit County was established in 
1858 but not organized until 1880, and as the largest and oldest town in the county, 
Carrizo Springs became the county seat. Levi donated land to the town designated for 
churches, schools and a courthouse square. He also donated the land for Mount Hope 
Cemetery where he and many others from his family are buried4.

Levi English II was six years old when his father Bud was killed in the Indian battle. He 
married a total of three times, his third wife being Emma Chisholm, mother of Joseph, 
Eva and Guy. After Levi’s death she moved back in with her parents (also in Dimmit), 
where she and her children appear in the 1900 census. She married Mr. Carr and had 
a fourth child, Bradford, around 1902. Mr. Carr died and she married Mr. Cobb around 
1903. By 1910, the Cobb family was living in Nueces County, Texas, where Corpus 
Christi sits next the Gulf of Mexico and 120 miles from Dimmit.
 
Eva married William Oscar Norwood sometime between 1910 and 1914, and they had 
two sons, Robert Levi (1914) and William (about 1918), and lived in Donna, Texas. Don-
na is in Hidalgo County, the southernmost in Texas, seven miles from the Rio Grande 
and 55 miles from the Gulf. Eva’s husband William met an untimely end around 1917. A 
neighbor asked him to evict some duck poachers from her property. The duck poachers 
killed him and claimed it was a hunting accident, but the family believed it was murder5.

Widowed with two young 
children, Eva went to Corpus 
Christi to take a bookkeep-
ing class so that she could 
earn a living. She did not take 
children with her – her eldest 
son Robert recalled that he 
(and presumably his younger 
brother) was raised quite a 
bit by Eva’s mother Emma 
and Eva’s brother, Guy Eng-
lish5. But on this occasion, he 
stayed in Donna with a Mexi-
can nurse and consequently 
learned Spanish as his first 
language.9

Bird’s Eye View of Corpus Christi, 1887
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Sometime after this schooling, Eva migrated westward, perhaps in search of work or 
following other family members. One child of Robert Norwood says that the two Nor-
wood sons lived in Wickenberg, Arizona, with their grandmother Emma Chisholm and 

Eva’s brother Guy. The memory is that Emma and her 
husband at that time were running some kind of resort 
either in or around Wickenberg, and Eva may have 
visited or lived there at some point5.

While she probably moved to California around 
1920, the next confirmed appearance of Eva is on 
the voter registration rolls of San Bernadino County 
between the years of 1924 and 1926, along with her 
then-husband Harold “Tex” Stallard. Eva was a reg-
istered Democrat and Tex 
a Republican. They had 
a daughter, Mary Lorena 
Stallard, in October of 
1927. Mary remembered 
Tex as being mean, and 
she would go out of her 
way to avoid him6. Eva and 
Tex divorced by 1930.
 

In April of 1930, Eva and her three children were living with 
her brother Guy in Palomas, Arizona. Guy was a beekeeper 
in this mostly Mexican town, named for it’s ever-present 
doves10. Though it was once a gold mining town, by 1930 
its 142 residents were mostly railroad workers and a hand-
ful of farmers. Joseph Clarence Handley was living with his 
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eight-year-old son, Joseph Oliver, fi ve miles away in nearby Aztec, a stop on the South-
ern Pacifi c Railroad line. It’s not known if Joseph and Eva fi rst met there or had met 
previously in California, but by the time their son Joseph Charles Handley was born in 
November of 1930, they were both living in North Sacramento according to the infant’s 
birth certifi cate. Palomas and Aztec have since been reclaimed by the desert.

Her son Robert and daughter Mary had a 
memory of an infant that was taken away7 – 
and indeed Joseph Charles was placed in the 
Sacramento Orphanage and Children’s Home 
at a young age. Perhaps Eva was already ill 
at childbirth or became ill and unable to care 
for an infant before her untimely death.

Eva died of tuberculosis on December 4, 
1932, two days short of her 36th birthday. It’s 
possible that she contracted the disease while 
staying near Wickenberg, Arizona. Her son 
Robert also tested positive for TB. The Riv-
erside County doctor required him to take a 
test every year, and Robert continued to test 
positive for the disease his whole life5. 

William Norwood, Eva’s second son, died at 
a young age. He had a heart defect and was 
so weak in his last few years that his older 
brother Robert had to carry him around ev-
erywhere. He died of pneumonia at the age of 17 
around 19356. 

Eva’s older brother, Joseph English, served in World War I and was a past commander 
of the American Legion post in Wasco, California. He was an oil fi eld worker and was 
subsequently elected as Constable for Wasco. He was killed August 15, 1936, at the 
age of 40 when a drunken young man (whom he had perhaps jailed before) walked into 

a pool hall and shot him four times without warning8.

Emma Chisholm, Eva’s mother, died in 1964 in San Diego, Cali-
fornia, at the age of 88.

Guy English, Eva’s brother, died in 1966 in Leavenworth, Wash-
ington, at the age of 67.

Robert Norwood, Eva’s eldest son, passed away in December of 
1990 at the age of 76.

Mary Stallard, Eva’s daughter, died in Los Angeles in 1997 at the 
age of 70.
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Endnotes
The attached person sheet and pedigree chart have their own list of sources. Many of 
the known facts outlined in this history without specified references inline are based on 
vital records, censuses and other sources which are documented there. The inline refer-
ences are as follows.


